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PROCEEDINGS 


BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN 


Wednesday,  March  9,  1892. 

Special  meeting  of  both  branches  of  the  City  Government  at 
12  ]M.,  to  take  action  on  the  death  of  the  late  Washington 
P.  Geegg,  ex-Clerk  of  the  Common  Council. 


IN   BOARD   OF   ALDERMEN. 


The  Board  of  Aldermen  met  in  the  Aldermanic  Chamber,  City 
Hall,  at  12  M.,  Chairman  Lee  presiding.  Absent,  Aldermen 
Keenan  and  Leary. 

The  clerk  read  the  call  for  the  meeting,  as  follows  : 

City  of  Boston,  Office  of  the  Mayor, 

City  Hall,  March  8,  1892. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council: 

Gextlemex  :  You  are  hereby  requested  to  meet  in  your  respective 
chambers  on  "Wednesday,  March  9,  1892,  at  twelve  o'clock  noon,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  such  action  as  you  may  deem  appropriate  in 
regard  to  the  death  of  the  late  Washington  P.  Gregg,  for  forty- two 
years  clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  and  also  a  member'  of  the  body 
in  1830  and  1831. 

Respectfully, 

N.  Matthews,  Jr., 

Mayor. 

Sent  down. 
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Chairman  Lee  said  : 

Fellow -71167111)678  of  tli6  Boavd  of  Ald6rm6n  :  We  are 
called  together  to  perform  the  melancholy  duty  of  ex- 
pressing our  respect  for  one  who  has  passed  away,  but 
whose  long  association  with  the  Common  Council  in  an 
official  position  makes  his  absence  seem  but  that  of  a  few 
days.  Washington  Parker  Gregg  was  for  forty-two 
years  the  clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  serving  from 
1843  to  1885,  filling  a  term  of  office  unparalleled  in  our 
civic  history.  Mr.  Gregg  was  born  in  Boston,  January 
17,  1803,  and  died  in  East  Milton,  March  7,  1892.  He 
was  of  a  noted  stock,  his  grandfather  being  in  command 
of  a  company  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  In  1826 
W.  P.  Gragg  (the  spelling  of  his  name  which  he  used 
until  1836)  was  recorded  as  an  attorney  in  Boston,  and 
in  1828  he  was  appointed  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Senate,  which  office  he  held  for  several  years.  In  1830 
he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  from 
Ward  4,  and  served  two  years.  In  1843  he  began  his 
long  term  of  office  as  clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  at 
a  time  when  the  duties  of  the  office  made  but  compara- 
tively small  calls  upon  his  time.  He  was  for  many  years 
the  law  reporter  of  the  "  Boston  Traveller  "  and  for  a  time 
its  assistant  editor.  He  was  often  called  upon  to  prepare 
the  necessary  papers  for  the  formation  of  business  as- 
sociations, and  served  as  clerk  of  many  such  bodies. 
Latterly,  as  the  work  of  his  office  increased,  he  withdrew 
from  other  affiiirs,  and  for  many  years  was  in  daily 
attendance  at  City  Plall.  The  members  of  this  Board 
who  served  in  the  other  branch  will  remember  his  faithful 
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performance  of  his  duties,  and  the  unusual  vigor  with 
which,  at  the  age  of  eighty  and  upwards,  he  remained 
at  his  desk  during  protracted  sessions  of  the  Council 
which  exhausted  much  younger  men.  In  1882,  at  the 
completion  of  his  fortieth  year  of  service,  Mr.  Gregg 
was  the  recipient  of  the  unusual  compliment  of  a  ban- 
quet given  in  his  honor  by  the  past  members  of  the 
Common  Council.  As  a  full  record  of  this  event  was 
printed  at  the  time,  I  will  merely  state  that  he  was  the 
happy  listener  to  words  of  deserved  praise  from  such 
friends  as  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  Alexander  H.  Rice,  Joseph 
Story,  Joshua  D.  Ball,  George  S.  Hale,  Charles  H. 
Allen,  J.  Q.  A.  Brackett,  and  other  more  recent  presi- 
dents of  the  Council.  Bat  the  surprise  of  the  evening 
was  the  address  of  the  guest  himself,  who,  in  a  vigorous 
and  well-considered  speech,  showed  that  his  many  years 
of  silent  listening  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  had 
stored  his  memory  with  the  sound  results  of  our  legisla- 
tion. By  his  great  age  and  his  close  connection  with  the 
government  he  was  the  connecting  link  between  Boston 
as  a  town  and  as  a  city.  He  was  nineteen  years  old 
when  the  city  was  born;  he  saw  all  our  mayors,  even 
those  whose  names  are  almost  forgotten  to-day.  He 
lived  through  vast  changes,  but  with  perennial  youth 
he  adapted  himself  to  all.  He  was  always  prompt, 
courteous,  obliging,  and  observant,  as  ready  to  discuss 
present  events  as  to  draw  upon  his  recollections  of  the 
past.  Although  never  married  and  living  without  the 
society  of  near  relatives,  he  was  no  recluse,  but  a  man 
ready  and  happy  to  make  friends  and  to  keep  them.  Of 
his  merits   as   an   officer  nothing  can   be    added  to   his 
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record,  that  for  forty-two  years  he  never  missed  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Council.  He  was  careful  and  methodical,  and 
no  matter  at  what  hour  the  Council  adjourned  his  papers 
were  in  order  on  the  next  day  for  the  signature  of  the 
president.  He  was  naturally  well-informed  in  matters 
of  parliamentary  law,  and  his  opinion  was  always  sought 
in  difficult  cases  by  the  presiding  officer.  He  had  none 
of  the  superciliousness  of  superior  knowledge,  but  was 
ready  to  explain  even  rudimentary  principles  without 
weariness  or  contempt.  A  natui*al  modesty,  which  he 
never  overcame,  made  it  difficult  at  times  to  obtain  his 
full  store  of  knowledge,  and  the  more  he  told,  the  more 
was  left  unsaid.  Mr.  Gregg  had  a  unique  position;  he 
was  known  to  nearly  all  of  the  prominent  men  in  1850, 
but  no  one  in  1900  will  or  can  be  so  universally  re- 
gretted. His  memory  will  long  be  pi'eserved  in  City 
Hall,  however,  as  the  type  of  the  good  official  of  our 
first  half-century  of  civic  life,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
his  example  will  lead  others  to  emulate  his  modest  and 
faithful  service.     I  await  the  pleasure  of  the  Board. 

Alderman  Lewis  offered  the  following : 

Whereas,  The  City  Council  has  learned  with  regret 
of  the  death  of  Washington  Parkek  Gregg,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council  in  1830  and  1831,  and 
clerk  of  that  body  for  forty-two  consecutive  years: 

Hesolved,  That  while  the  death  of  a  venerable  man, 
full  of  years  and  honors,  is  an  event  which  saddens  the 
survivors,  it  is  a  cheerful  reflection  that  he  had  enjoyed 
for  so  many  years  the  blessings  of  health,  competence, 
and  the    esteem   of  his  fellow-citizens.      Washington 
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Parker  Gregg  was  a  good  man,  an  honorable  citizen, 
an  npriglit  and  devoted  official.  The  city  of  his  birth, 
in  whose  service  most  of  his  life  was  spent,  is  proud 
of  his  record,  and  by  this  act  of  its  representatives 
desires  to  acknowledge  his  many  virtues,  and  to  trans- 
mit the  memory  thereof  to  succeeding  generations. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  preamble  and  resolve  a 
second  reading. 

Alderman  Lewis  said  : 

Mi\  Chairman  :  I  have  not  arranged  my  thoughts  in 
any  formal  manner  for  expression  here  to-day,  but  I  take 
great  pleasure  in  indorsing  the  sentiments  expressed  in 
the  address  of  our  chairman.  It  would  seem  as  if  in 
that  address  the  whole  ground  was  covered;  but  still, 
personally,  I  desire  to  add  a  few  words,  because  of  my 
acquaintance  and  connection  with  the  departed.  I  en- 
tered the  Common  Council  in  1865.  I  was  also  a  member 
in  1866,  and  I  was  its  president  in  1867.  That  threw  me 
into  close  connection  with  Mr.  Gregg  for  one  year,  at  a 
time  when  I  was  a  young  man,  —  one  of  the  youngest 
presiding  officers  that  body  ever  had,  —  and  I  looked  to 
him  for  advice,  for  counsel,  for  assistance;  and  I  never 
looked  in  vain.  Mr.  Gregg  was  always  ready  to  assist 
not  only  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Common  Council,  but 
every  member  of  it,  Avith  courtesy,  with  kindness,  with 
truthfulness,  always  making  it  a  pleasant  task  to  ap- 
proach him  upon  any  matter  on  which  information  was 
desired.  At  the  time  when  Mr.  Gregg  assumed  the 
clerkship  of  the  Common  Council,  in  1842,  we  can  hardly 
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realize  what  a  small  city  Boston  was.  The  year  when  I 
served  as  president  was  the  last  year  of  the  old  city  of 
Boston.  In  the  following  year  Koxbury  came  in  and  was 
added  to  the  municipality.  Mr.  Whitmore  has  kindly  given 
me  a  little  statement  here  which  I  think  is  interesting,  and 
which  I  will  read,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  your  joermission. 
Mr.  Gregg  was  the  senior  member  in  date  of  service,  as 
he  entered  the  Council  in  1830.  Of  the  four  hundred  and 
ninety-four  members  of  both  branches  who  served  before 
1812,  fifty  years  ago,  only  fourteen  survive.  These  are: 
In  1832,  Ebenezer  Hay  ward;  in  1833,  Samuel  Gilbert, 
Jr.;  in  1834,  Isaac  McLellan,  Jr.;  in  1836,  George  W. 
Edwards,  Henry  Edwards,  and  James  Thomas  Hobart; 
in  1837,  Francis  Brown;    in    1838,  Rowland   Ellis;    in 

1839,  Freeborn  F.  Raymond  and  Horatio  IST.  Crane;  in 

1840,  Charles  Ainory,  Henry  Leeds,  and  Erastus  "W. 
Sanborn;  in  1841,  William  B.  Harding.  But  compara- 
tively few  years  roll  around  before  there  are  these  great 
changes !  As  I  remember  Mr.  Gregg,  not  only  when  I 
was  associated  with  him  in  the  Common  Council,  but  in 
after  years,  when  he  frequently  came  to  my  ofSce  and 
had  long  conversations  which  I  always  have  cherished 
and  always  encouraged,  I  found  that  he  took  a  deep 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  city  of  Boston.  He  was 
always  planning  in  his  mind  something,  in  some  way  or 
somehow,  by  which  the  growth  of  the  manufacturing  in- 
dustrial, commercial,  and  mercantile  interests  of  this  city 
could  be  advanced.  In  the  performance  of  his  duties  as 
clerk  of  the  Common  Council  I  know  that  he  was  always 
courteous,  dignified,  unassuming,  modest;  but  at  the 
same  time  I  always  found  him  to  be  a  just,  an  upright, 
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and  an  honorable  man.  It  is  most  remarkable  that  for 
over  forty  years  a  man  could  have  had  the  physical 
health  to  have  attended  every  single  meeting  of  the  body 
of  which  he  was  clerk.  It  is  most  remarkable  that  his 
physical  condition,  his  physical  strength,  should  have 
permitted  of  such  a  service,  and  you  and  I  know  that  he 
must  on  many  occasions  have  found  his  way  to  that 
chamber  with  pain  and  suffering;  for  no  man  could  have 
been  so  well  all  the  time,  for  all  those  years  that  he  was 
ready,  physically  and  mentally,  to  enter  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  those  duties.  But  he  assumed  his  duties  in 
that  position  as  overshadowing  everything  except  death 
itself.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  refer  with  confidence  to  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Gregg  must  have  cast  his  first  vote  for  Josiah 
Quincy.  He  was  born  and  brought  up  in  Boston  and 
lived  in  Boston,  and  he  must  have  voted  for  the  elder 
Quincy  for  mayor  of  this  city.  And  what  a  great 
change  has  come  over  the  city  of  Boston  in  the  time 
which  has  intervened  from  that  period  to  the  present 
date !  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  come  here  to-day  to  pay 
our  tribute  of  respect  to  this  venerable  and  honored  city 
official.  As  we  come  here  and  as  we  regard  the  record 
of  the  man  in  whose  memory  we  are  assembled,  we  can- 
not but  feel  >some  inspiration,  we  cannot  but  be  animated 
by  some  higher  ideal  of  our  duty  as  members  of  the 
City  Government.  If  we  can  be  like  him,  acting  in  the 
performance  of  every  duty  faithfully,  honorably,  and  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  city,  we  shall  have  discharged 
our  highest  obligation  to  the  citizens  in  the  ofl[ice  which 
Ave  hold. 
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Aldemian  Sullivan  said : 

Mr.  Chairman :  I  rise  to  second  the  resolutions  offered 
by  Alderman  Lewis.  Like  Alderman  Lewis  T  have  not 
prepared  any  formal  speech,  but  what  I  shall  say  is  from 
what  I  remember  by  personal  contact  and  acquaintance 
with  Washington  P.  Gregg.  I  had  the  honor  to  serve  in 
the  Common  Council  during  the  last  year  of  his  clerkship 
in  that  body,  1884.  I  came  in  there  a  new  member,  know- 
ing very  little  about  politics  or  public  life,  as  I  had  previous 
to  that  time  taken  very  little  interest  in  such  matters. 
Consequently  I  was  obliged  to  get  information  from 
some  source  in  regard  to  matters  that  were  coming  ujd, 
and  I  very  often  had  occasion  to  consult  Mr.  Gregg,  the 
clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  in  regard  to  matters  that 
were  to  be  brought  before  the  body  for  action.  I  always 
found  him,  Mr.  Chairman,  ready,  wTlling,.  and  anxious  to 
give  all  necessary  information,  and  ready  to  prepare 
orders  or  attend  to  any  other  matters  that  might  be  re- 
quired at  all  times  —  always  ready  to  assist  in  every  way 
the  members  who  were  so  situated  that  they  needed 
assistance.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  it  an  honor  to  be  able 
to  say  that  I  served  in  the  Common  Council  when  Mr. 
Gregg  was  clerk  of  that  body.  It  is  an  honor,  I  think, 
for  every  member  who  so  served  to  be  able  to  say  that 
we  had  such  an  honorable,  upright,  just,  fair  man  as  he 
was  for  clerk;  because  I  don't  think  any  member  who 
ever  served  in  that  body  could  say  that  Mr.  Gregg  ever 
favored  one  above  another.  I  certainly  did  not  know 
what  his  politics  were,  and  I  doubt  if  any  other  member 
of  that  body  knew,  because  there  was  nothing  in  his 
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conduct  to  show  that  he  favored  a  Democrat  or  a  Repiib- 
hcan.  He  treated  all  alike;  he  treated  them  fairly  and 
he  treated  them  justly,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
be  able  to  speak  in  honor  of  his  memory.  I  certainly 
feel  honored  in  being  able  to  say  that  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  serving  in  that  body  during  the  last  year  of  his  clerk- 
ship. 

Alderman  Eust  said  : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  Of  Washington  Parker  Gregg  any 
citizen  of  Boston  can  truly  say,  "  Well  done,  thou  good 
and  faithful  servant!"  There  are  many  others  now 
serving,  and  those  that  have  served  as  faithfully,  but 
there  is  not  one  who  has  served  as  long.  Forty  years 
appears  a  long  time  to  look  forward :  it  is  not  so  long  to 
those  who  look  backward.  With  what  satisfaction  Mr. 
Gregg  could  look  back  upon  his  forty-two  years  of 
faithful  service  to  the  city  of  his  birth!  I  had  the  honor 
of  serving  in  the  Common  Council  for  two  years  during 
his  clerkship.  I  well  remember  the  impression  he  made 
upon  me  then  —  so  kind,  courteous,  and  considerate,  yet 
exact,  methodical,  and  deliberate  in  all  his  ways;  quiet 
and  unobtrusive,  ever  ready  to  impart  all  necessary  in- 
formation regarding  matters  upon  which  he  had  such 
a  complete  and  thorough  knowledge  —  a  man  to  be 
depended  upon.  I  well  remember  him  upon  our  streets 
long  before  I  had  met  him  in  his  official  capacity  —  no 
one  who  had  known  could  forget  this  quaint  old  gentle- 
man. Often  since  then  have  I  met  him,  unchanged 
except  as  passing  years  change  us  all  —  the  same  quiet, 
gentlemanly  bearing,    evidently    at   peace   with    all   the 
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world,  for  he  was  a  true  friend  to  all.     I  heartily  indorse 
the  resolutions  offered  by  Alderman  Lewis. 

Alderman  Eddy  said : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  I  rise  at  this  time  to  heartily  indorse 
the  resolution  and  all  that  has  been  said  by  my  fellow- 
members  of  the  Board  in  reference  to  the  late  Washing- 
ton P.  Grregg.  I  was  a  member  of  the  Common  Council 
when  our  friend  Mr.  Gregg  was  clerk  of  that  body,  in 
1881,  1882,  and  1883;  and  I  consider  it  an  honor  that  I 
was  a  member  at  that  time,  associated  with  such  a  man  as 
Washington  P.  Gregg,  a  man  who  was  faithful  to  his 
duty,  always  ready  to  give  advice  and  counsel,  and  at 
all  times  anxious  to  do  so.  Since  he  changed  his  resi- 
dence from  Boston  to  Milton,  it  has  been  my  pleasure  on 
several  occasions  during  that  time  to  meet  the  old  gen- 
tleman upon  the  train  coming  into  the  city,  and  on  every 
occasion  when  I  found  that  he  was  alone  by  himself  in 
his  seat  I  took  the  opportunity  to  sit  with  him.  It  was  a 
great  pleasure  to  me  to  talk  with  him,  and  to  hear  his 
stories  of  the  early  life  of  the  city  of  Boston,  in  which 
he  took  such  a  deep  interest.  I  can  say  but  very  few 
words,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  addition  to  what  has  already 
been  said,  and  T  heartily  indorse  the  resolution. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  were  read  a  second  time  and 
passed  by  unanimous  rising  vote.     Sent  down. 

The  Chairman  offered  the  following : 

Ordered^  That  a  joint  special  committee,  to  consist 
of  the  members  of  this  Board,  with  such  as  the  Common 
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Council  may  join,  bo  appointed  to  attend  the  funeral 
of  the  late  AYasiiington  Parker  Gregg;  that  they 
be  authorized  to  procure  a  suitable  floral  tribute,  the 
expense  thereof,  together  with  the  other  necessary  ex- 
penses of  said  committee,  to  be  charged  to  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  joint  committees. 

Passed.     Sent  down. 

Alderman  Dever  offered  an  order : 

That  the  resolutions  on  the  death  of  WASHiNGTOisr  P. 
Gregg  be  engrossed  and  hung  in  the  clerk's  room  of  the 
Common  Council,  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  joint  contingent  fund. 

Passed.     Sent  down. 

Alderman  Fottler  offered  an  order  : 

That  the  city  messenger  be  authorized  to  cause  the 
flag  to  be  displayed  on  City  Hall  at  half-mast  on  the  day 
of  the  funeral  of  the  late  Washington  P.  Gregg. 

Passed.     Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Eddy,  at  12.37  P.M. 


PROCEEDINGS 


COMMON     COUNCIL 


N    COMMON    COUNCIL. 


The  Council  was  called  to  order  at  12.40  P.M.,  President 
Barey  in  the  Chair,  and  a  quorum  present. 

The  mayor's  call  for  the  meeting  was  read  and  placed  on  file. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
upon  the  death  of  Washington  Parker  Gregg  came  down 
for  concurrence. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  were  read  a  second  time. 

President  Barry  said  : 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council :  As  this  is  an 
extraordinary  occasion,  the  Chair  will  ask  the  permission 
of  the  Council  to  say  a  few  words  in  support  of  the  res- 
olutions from  this  place,  instead  of  descending  to  the 
floor  for  the  purpose,  as  is  the  usual  custom.  On  the 
first  day  of  January,  1885,  Washington  Parker  Gregg, 
standing  in  the  place  now  occupied  by  his  successor  in 
office,  was  permitted,  by  the  indulgence  of  the  Council, 
to  deliver  an  address  to  the  members,  in  which  he  bid 
farewell  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  Common  Council, 
which  he  had  so  ably  filled  for  forty-two  successive 
years.  Those  who  were  present  on  that  occasion  will 
bear  ample  testimony  to  the  regard  in  which  Mr.  Gregg 
was  held  by  this  body,  and  with  what  sentiments  of  sor- 
row they  reflected  on  the  fact  that  advancing  years  and 
the  consequent  frailties  of  body  required  the  honored 
clerk  to  sever  the  associations  which  so  pleasantly  bound 
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him  to  the  service  of  his  native  city  of  Boston.  The 
fidelity  with  which  Mr.  Gregg  served  this  Council  is 
to-day  on  every  tongue;  the  public  press  has  spoken  in 
no  measui'ed  tei'ins  of  his  devotion  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  city;  and  those  who  knew  him  best  are  unstinted 
in  their  praise  of  his  industry,  his  ability,  his  honesty, 
his  conscientiousness,  and  above  all  his  courtesy  and 
geniality.  This  city  mourns  the  loss  of  one  who  was  a 
most  worthy  citizen  for  many  years;  this  Council  mourns 
the  loss  of  one  who  was  its  efficient  recorder  for  nearly 
half  a  century;  in  the  words  of  another,  "I  mourn  with 
you,  and  I  also  mourn  alone."  I  am  the  only  member  of 
the  present  Council  who  was  here  at  any  time  during 
Mr.  Gregg's  term  as  clerk.  I  had  the  honor  of  being 
associated  with  him  for  several  years,  and  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  esteeming  him  as  a  true  and  personal  friend. 
I  deem  it  proper,  therefore,  that  I  should  confine  what 
I  have  to  say  to-day  more  particularly  to  the  mutual 
friendship  which  we  entei'tained  for  each  other.  Mr. 
Gregg  was  a  most  lovable  character.  ISTo  one  who 
had  five  minutes'  conversation  with  him  could  believe 
otherwise,  ^o  matter  who  his  caller  might  be,  Mr. 
Gregg  received  him  with  the  utmost  courtesy  —  a  courtesy 
which  we  designate  nowadays  as  belonging  to  the  ''  old 
school."  The  business  in  hand  would  be  transacted, 
and  then  Mr.  Gregg  would  never  fail  to  broach  some 
subject  of  conversation  in  which  his  caller  could  not 
but  be  interested.  Mr.  Gregg  was  a  well-informed  man 
upon  all  questions  of  the  day,  and  was  in  fact  in  advance 
of  his  fellow-men  generally,  in  the  consideration  of 
many  subjects  which  subsequently  formed  popular  mat- 


MEMORIAL    TO    WASHINGTON    PARKER    GREGG.  21 

ters  of  discussion;  and  he  had  such  a  happy  and  inter- 
esting way  of  expressing  himself  that  any  one  Ustening 
to  him  could  not  fail  to  be  intei-ested  in  what  he  had  to 
say.  Throughout  all  his  remarks,  the  hearer  could  not 
but  perceive  that  Mr.  Gregg  was  not  only  endeavoring 
to  entertain  his  guest,  but  was  likewise  showing  him  the 
utmost  respect  of  which  he  was  capable.  No  one  ever 
departed  from  the  presence  of  oui*  honored  friend  with- 
out feeling  that  he  had  been  in  the  presence  of  a 
gentleman.  Mr.  Gregg's  lips  never  uttered  an  uncouth 
or  profane  expression,  or  one  calculated  to  wound.  He 
was  sensitive  to  a  fault  to  the  feelings  of  others,  and 
this  consideration  was  evident  to  all,  whether  high  or 
low,  learned  or  ignorant,  clothed  "in  purple  and  fine 
linen  "  or  only  in  rags.  If  there  is  one  virtue  more  than 
another  manifest  in  the  life  which  has  just  closed,  and 
which  we  have  assembled  here  to  honor,  I  should  say 
that  that  virtue  was  kindness.  I  believe  I  pay  high 
tribute  to  Mr.  Gregg  when  I  say  his  prevailing  virtue 
was  kindness;  for  I  look  upon  this  virtue  as  it  was 
defined  by  one  who  says  that  "it  is  the  nobility  of  man. 
In  all  its  modifications  it  reflects  a  heavenly  type.  It 
runs  up  into  eternal  mysteries.  It  is  a  divine  thing 
rather  than  a  human  one,  and  it  is  human  because  it 
springs  from  the  soul  of  man  just  at  the  point  where 
the  divine  image  was  graven  deepest."  This  virtue 
of  kindness  was  the  characteristic  of  Mr.  Gregg 
dm'ing  his  whole  life,  whether  at  home  or  abroad;  he 
was  kind  in  thought,  in  word,  and  in  deed.  His  few 
remaining  associates  at  the  school  of  the  late  renowned 
George  B.  Emerson,  those  who  were  with  him  during 
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the  two  years  he  spent  at  Harvard  College,  those  who 
knew  him  when  he  was  assistant  clerk  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Senate,  the  hundreds  who  were  brought  in 
contact  with  him  when  he  was  a  member  and  clerk 
of  this  body,  will,  I  know,  join  with  me  in  the  eulogium 
I  pronounce  upon  this  most  conspicuous  virtue  of  the 
one  whose  loss  we  mourn.  Dear,  departed  friend, 
farewell!  Your  kindly  features  are  closed  from  our 
view;  your  voice,  so  familiar  to  us,  is  now  silent;  all 
that  is  mortal  of  you  will  soon  be  consigned  to  the  tomb. 
But  we  do  not  say  farewell  to  you  forever;  for  remem- 
bering your  spotless  life,  your  respect  for  your  Creator, 
your  effort  to  please  him  by  serving  him  according  to 
the  lights  he  gave  you,  your  confidence  in  j)i*ayer,  your 
unbounded  faith,  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  you  are 
now  enjoying  the  rewards  of  an  edifying  life;  and  as  it 
will  be  our  effort  to  imitate  the  virtues  of  which  you 
were  possessed,  so  it  will  be  our  hope  to  meet  with  you 
again  in  the  land  where  there  will  be  no  more  partings 
nor  death  forever. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  of  Ward  6  said: 

Mr.  President :  It  is  with  unfeigned  reluctance  that 
I  rise  on  this  occasion  to  second  resolutions  commemo- 
rating the  V"irtues  of  the  former  most  worthy  and  highly 
esteemed  clerk  of  this  Council.  JN^ever  having  had  the 
honor  of  his  acquaintance,  I  feel  that  no  words  of  mine 
can  do  justice  to  his  memory;  but  being  a  representative 
in  this  body  of  the  section  of  the  city  where  our  departed 
friend  was  born,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  add  my  tribute  of 
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praise  and  respect  to  his  memory.  Of  his  history  as  an 
official  of  this  body,  I  will  leave  it  to  other  members  of 
this  Council  to  relate;  I  will  speak  of  him  simply  from 
the  standpoint  of  citizenship.  Washington  P.  Gregg 
was  born  on  Hanover  street  almost  at  the  beginning  of 
the  present  century.  Thus  for  more  than  fifty  years  did 
he  occnj^y  a  prominent  place  in  pnblic  life.  This  re- 
markable record  has  rarely  seen  a  parallel,  and  is  in 
itself  an  ample  monument  to  his  memory.  Methodical 
to  a  remarkable  degree,  he  never  forgot  the  dignity  of 
his  office,  and  kindness  and  gentleness  were  his  great 
characteristics.  Gifted  by  nature  with  a  remarkable 
memory,  his  services  to  the  city  were  invaluable.  JN^ever 
bothered  by  worldly  abstractions  or  mental  subtleties, 
he  possessed  a  notable  assemblage  of  qualities  which 
made  success  in  the  line  of  life  he  adopted  inevitable. 
But  now  he  is  no  more.  Death,  however,  is  not  the  end. 
If  the  life  of  Washington  P.  Gregg  terminated  on  this 
shore,  if  no  sunrise  is  to  greet  him  on  the  other  side, 
then  sorrow  has  no  consolation  and  these  impressive 
ceremonies  no  significance.  J^either  veneration  nor 
reverence  is  due  the  dead  if  they  are  but  dust.  'No 
monument  should  be  reared  for  posterity  to  cherish  if 
their  existence  was  to  be  for  this  world  alone.  If  in  this 
life  alone  we  live,  then  our  passions  and  our  pleasures 
should  be  our  guides  to  conduct  —  and  virtue  is  indeed 
an  idle  superstition.  But  we  know  there  is  a  life  beyond 
the  grave,  and  we  feel  that  there  W.  P.  Gregg  will  meet 
his  just  reward.  We  part  with  regret  from  his  loving 
form,  and  with  tearful  eyes  we  watch  his  soul  ascend 
into   heaven   and   melt   into   the    mists    of    a   beautiful 
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eternity.  Let  the  people  mourn  him  —  let  the  entire 
community  rejoice  that  such  a  man  has  lived  —  let  our 
beloved  city  make  room  amongst  the  vaults  of  her  most 
distinguished  sons  for  the  dust  of  this  her  illustrious 
servant,  who  entered  so  fully  into  her  life,  and  who  so 
honorably  wore  the  mantle  of  her  citizenship,  and  let  her 
give  to  him  a  niche  worthy  of  his  fame. 

Mr,  RoBBiNS  of  Ward  11  said  : 

Mr.  President :  Though  I  am  a  junior  member  of  this 
body,  I  am  moved  to  rise  in  support  of  these  resolutions 
by  the  sense  that  any  one  of  us  in  paying  his  tribute  to 
the  memory  of  Washington  P.  Gregg  must  speak  not 
so  much  in  his  own  behalf  as  for  those  former  members 
of  the  City  Council,  our  predecessors  in  office,  who  can- 
not be  here  to  speak  for  themselves.  The  man  whose 
memory  we  are  met  to  honor  had  indeed  "  come  down  to 
us  from  a  former  generation."  It  is  sixty-two  years 
since  his  connection  with  this  body  began,  and  almost 
exactly  half  a  century  since  he  first  took  his  place  at  the 
clerk's  desk.  In  the  years  that  have  rolled  away  since, 
all  his  associates  in  the  City  Government  of  1830  have 
preceded  him  to  the  grave.  And  of  the  men  who  sat  in 
the  Council  Chamber  of  1843,  scarcely  one  is  left.  Of 
the  many  hundreds  who,  during  his  clerkship  of  forty- 
two  years,  had  constant  personal  experience  of  his  unfail- 
ing courtesy  and  unwearying  faithfulness,  the  greater 
number  have  taken  their  last  journey  before  him.  Many 
fortunately  remain,  and  if  it  had  been  possible,  it  would 
have  been  well  and  fitting  that  they  should  join  with  us 
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to-day  in  our  tribute  to  their  old  friend.  Their  affection 
and  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  Mr.  Gregg  have  been 
very  impressive  to  me.  Much  has  been  told  me  of  his 
quaint  charm  of  manner,  —  for  he  was  a  typical  gentleman 
of  the  old  school,  —  and  of  the  pleasure  of  close  personal 
association  with  him.  Mr.  President,  though  his  old 
companions  of  the  Council  cannot  take  part  in  our  pro- 
ceedings of  to-day,  I  have  heard  and  seen  enough  to  con- 
vince me  that  they  one  and  all  hold  the  late  faithful  clerk 
of  this  Council  in  affectionate  memory,  and  that  they  join 
us  with  heartfelt  sorrow  in  paying  our  last  tribute  to  his 
many  virtues.  Mr.  Gregg  has  left  behind  him  in  this 
chamber  the  memory  of  service  almost  unexampled  in 
term  of  years  and  in  constant  and  minute  devotion  to 
duty.  For  over  a  generation  he  sat  there  at  his  desk, 
and  the  men  who  knew  him  tell  us  that  never  once  did 
he  weary  in  his  task,  never  once  did  his  patience  or  quiet 
courtesy  give  way.  Where  his  lot  was  cast,  he  led  a 
life  conspicuous  for  integrity,  faithfulness,  and  kindliness. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  this  is  the  best  that  any  man 
can  do.  To  those  who  have  known  his  tireless,  faithful 
life,  Washington  P.  Gregg  needs  no  tribute.  To  those 
of  us  who  have  come  here  after  his  service  was  ended, 
the  testimony  of  his  old  friends  is  the  best  eulogy  he 
could  have. 

Mr.  Bates  of  Ward  1  said : 

Mr.  President :  The  light  which  comes  from  a  long 
and  well-spent  life  cannot  be  entirely  overcome  by 
even   the  shadow  of  death.     The   city  of  Boston  does 
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well  to-day  to  pause  at  busy  noontime  for  the  pur- 
pose of  contemplating  the  virtues  of  the  late  Wash- 
ington P.  Gregg.  He  was  indeed,  as  has  been  said, 
one  who  belonged  to  a  previous  generation.  To  most 
of  the  members  of  this  Council  he  was  unknown,  but 
those  who  never  have  met  Washington  P.  Gregg,  those 
who  never  knew  of  his  courteous  manner  and  his  affa- 
bility from  personal  intercourse,  those  who  never  knew 
of  his  strict  integrity  and  his  fidelity  to  duty  from  their 
personal  acquaintance  with  him,  can  read  those  charac- 
teristics and  many  more  in  the  record  of  his  public  life. 
In  1827  he  was  elected  assistant  clerk  of  the  Senate.  He 
held  that  position  until  1855,  during  a  portion  of  the 
time  being  also  the  clerk  of  this  body.  In  1830  and 
1831,  as  has  been  said,  he  was  a  member  of  this  Council. 
He  was,  in  1813,  elected  clerk  of  this  body,  and  held 
that  position  until  1885.  From  the  beginning  of  his 
term  of  public  service  in  the  Senate  until  the  close  of  his 
term  of  public  service  in  this  body  he  was  in  public  life, 
holding  ofiicial  position  for  a  period  of  fifty-eight  con- 
secutive years. 

I  do  not  know  where  we  shall  find  a  parallel  case.  I 
need  but  mention  this  to  show  that  a  man  who,  during  all 
those  years,  throughout  changes  in  political  parties  and 
notwithstanding  the  changes  that  are  attendant  upon 
political  victory,  could  hold  a  position  of  emolument  and 
honor,  and  even  a  position  that  might  be  subserved  to 
the  interest  of  political  parties,  must  have  been  a  man 
who  in  his  own  self  had  those  characteristics  which  ren- 
dered him  the  master  of  the  situation.  He  must  have 
been  indeed  a  man   who   was   possessed  of  such  unex- 
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ampled  integrity  and  such  admitted  ability  that  no  one 
questioned  his  right  to  continue  in  the  office  which  he 
held.  Such  a  man  was  he  for  whom  the  city  of  Boston 
mourns  to-day.  We  shall  indeed  miss  his  familiar  figure 
upon  our  streets,  his  quaint,  slow,  and  deliberate  walk  ; 
but  the  results  of  his  lifework  shall  still  live  on.  He  has 
indeed  left  in  this  City  Hall  his  own  best  monument, 
Avhich  for  forty  years  he  was  building;  and  he  took  care 
that  nothing  should  enter  into  that  monument  but  what 
should  stand  the  test  of  time.  In  the  lesson  that  shall 
come  to  our  public  men  of  to-day  and  of  all  succeeding 
ages,  through  a  contemplation  of  his  life,  there  shall  be 
an  inspiration  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties  in  a  nobler 
and  more  faithful  manner  because  of  the  life  that  has  just 
been  ended. 

Mr.  Donovan  of  Ward  8  prepared  the  following  remarks  : 

Mi\  President :  Coming  from  a  ward  in  which  the  de- 
ceased lived  for  many  years,  I  feel  it  incumbent  upon  me 
to  add  my  humble  tribute  to  his  memory.  It  was  not  my 
good  fortune  to  have  known  the  deceased,  yet  I  have 
seen  him  many  times,  and  the  quaint  picture  which  he 
presented  is  fresh  in  my  mind  to-day.  He  served  Bos- 
ton honestly  and  faithfully,  and  Boston  honors  herself  by 
honoring  him.  After  his  many  years  of  service  to  the 
city,  old  age  set  in,  and  he  retired  for  a  well-earned  rest, 
to  be  succeeded  by  his  assistant,  our  present  worthy  and 
efficient  clerk.  It  is  seldom,  indeed,  that  a  man  is  spared, 
and  even  permitted,  to  serve  in  office  so  long;  yet  Mr. 
Gregg  succeeded  in  both,  and  retired  to  the  sorrow  of 
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all.  His  life  was  devoted  to  doing  good,  and  he  has  now 
been  called  to  his  reward.  On  his  tombstone  may  be  in- 
scribed, without  the  slightest  fear  of  contradiction,  the 
following:  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant!  " 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  were  read  a  second  time  and 
passed  in  concurrence  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote. 

The  following  orders  also  came  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
for  action : 

Ordered^  That  the  resolutions  on  the  death  of 
WASHESTGTOisr  P.  Gregg  be  engrossed  and  hung  m 
the  clerk's  room  of  the  Common  Council,  the  exjDcnse 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  joint  contingent 
fund. 

Passed   in  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  to  consist  of 
the  members  of  this  Board,  with  such  as  the  Common 
Council  may  join,  be  appointed  to  attend  the  funeral  of 
the  late  Washii^gton  Parker  Gregg;  that  they  be 
authorized  to  procure  a  suitable  floral  tribute,  the 
expense  thereof,  together  with  the  other  necessary 
expenses  of  said  committee,  to  be  charged  to  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  joint  committees. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence,  and  it  was  voted,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  McClellan  of  Ward  20,  that  the  whole  Council 
be  added  to  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BurlejST  of  Ward  21,  it  was  voted  that  a 
committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  procure  a  floral  tribute  to 
the   late    Washington  P.  Gregg,  and   the  president  appointed 
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Messrs.    Burlen  of  AVaid    21,    INIcClellan  of  Ward    20,  and 
Fitzgerald  of  AA^ard  G  said  committee. 

It  was  voted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burlen,  that  the  president  be 
added  to  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  city  messenger  be  authorized  to 
cause  the  flag  to  be  displayed  on  City  Hall  at  half-mast 
on  the  day  of  the  funeral  of  the  late  Washington 
P.  Gregg. 

Passed  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Burlen  of  Ward  21  offered  an  order: 

That  the  superintendent  of  printing  be  authorized  to 
prepare  and  have  printed  five  hundred  copies  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  City  Council  on  the  occasion  of  the  death 
of  Washington  P.  Gregg,  for  forty-two  years  clerk 
of  the  Common  Council  of  Boston  ;  said  copies  to  be 
placed  in  the  charge  and  distributed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  committee  on  printing,  the  expense  attend- 
ing the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
printing. 

Passed.     Sent  up. 

The  President  announced  that  the  funeral  was  to  take  place 
to-morrow  from  St.  Paul's  Church,  on  Tremont  street,  at  two 
o'clock  P.M. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Buklen  of  Ward  21,  at  1.12 
P.M. 
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